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GTonttituteli Notes. 



THE MIR'lT AZ-ZAMlN. 

Among Arabic works which furnish more or less material for the 
history of the Crusades, the Mir'at az-Zaman of Sibt ibn al-Jauzi has 
long been known to western scholars. Though the work is an extended 
one, yet practically the whole of it, down to and including the events of 
the year 633 A. H., exists, one part here and another there, in the various 
libraries of Europe.^ The last part, however, covering the period begin- 
ning with the year 534 A. H. and extending to the year of the author's 
death, just that part of the history, namely, as to which the author 
might well be supposed to have been able to secure the fullest and most 
accurate information, was, till recently, regarded as unfortunately miss- 
ing. Now it happens that in the librarj' of Yale University, among the 
collection of Arabic manuscripts made by Count Landberg, and so gen- 
erously given to Yale by Mr. Morris K. Jesup, there is a manuscript of 
precisely this part of the Mir'&t az-Zamdn. This manuscript (Yale 136) 
begins with an account of the year 495 A. H., and extends to the year 
654 A. H., the year of the author's death. The importance of this manu- 
script was recognized by Landberg, and need not be enlarged upon. A 
study of the manuscripts in London, Oxford, Leyden, and Paris this 
summer showed clearly that this manuscript differs markedly from the 
European manuscripts of that portion of the Mir'dt az-Zamdn that 
covers the years from 440 A. H. on, and evidently belongs to a different 
recension. The relation of I'^ale 186 to the manuscripts referred to 
above will be discussed in the introduction to a critical edition of the 
text, in preparation for which certain photographs and copies have 
already been made. For the present it is sufficient to say that, through 
the liberality of the authorities of the Yale library in loaning the manu- 
script to the University of Chicago for an extended period, it has been 
possible to prepare a fac-simile edition of it, and that this edition will 
be published in a few months. There will be 529 pages of Arabic test, 
twenty-five lines to the page, also a very short introduction and a table 
of errata which, it is hoped, may be even shorter. It is hoped that this 
edition may be instrumental in extending the interest in, and the 
knowledge of, this great Arabic history. 

James Richard Jewett. 

iFor an account of the author and of the various MSS. of the work, cf. WUstenfeld's 
Die Geschicktschrelber der Araber, No. 340, and Brockelmann's Gesckichte der arabischen 
Litteratur, Vol. 1, pp. 347, 348. 



176 



